Newsletter of the Ethiopian Public Health Association, Quarterfy Issue Vol. 21 No. 4, Dec. 2013

EPHA’s House Launched

FMoH Pledged to Provide Substantial Resources
for the Construction of the EPHA House

A cornerstone for the construction of the EPHA
house was laid On September 14, 2013 by H.E. Dr
Kesetebirhan Admassu, Minister of FMoH and
Chief Patron of the project and Dr Tewabech Bishaw,
President of the Association, on the plot of land re-
ceived from the municipality of Addis Ababa, locat-
ed around Kebena area.

Estimated to cost 100 million Birr, the actual con-
struction of the house will soon be commenced over

a total of 885m2 piece of land acquired through a
competitive lease bid in June 2011.

The final architectural work, soil taste and issues re-
lated to permits of the construction have already been
finalized; however a tender for the physical construc-
tion of a 2 basements and 7 storey complex building, as
designed by MH Engineering is yet to be announced
for potential competitors recently.

The EPHA House is expected to serve as a center of
excellence for learning, research and development,
training, and publications and an open place for pub-
lic health professionals and sister organizations to net-
work themselves, deliberate and exchange informa-
tion and thoughts of having public health significance.

“EPHA is a proven
long time partner to
the FMoH. We have a
lot of projects together.
The project that stands
out, among others, is
the Field Epidemiology
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Photo News

Partial view of EPHA’S House launching ceremony
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Text Book of Reproductive
and Child Health Published

Text Book of Reproductive and Child Health with Focus on Ethiopia and other Developing Countries was
launched on the occasion of the International Conference on Family Planning (ICFP) convened in the Af-
rican Union on 12th of 2012, in the presence of authors, reviewers, delegates representing School of Public
Health Addis Ababa University, Gates Institute, Bloomberg School of Public Health, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity and the Ethiopia Public Health Association and other invited guests.

The preparation of the book was primarily motivated by the lack of a comprehensive reference material
for the training of graduate public health students in reproductive health /maternal and child health (RH/
MCH) in Ethiopia.

The book is expected to be widely used for training of different types of undergraduate and graduate students
taking RH/MCH courses. According to the editors of the book, such a comprehensive reference book would
be of vital importance for professionals working in reproductive and child health and related fields.

The book contains 18 chapters co-authored by 45 highly experienced trainers and experts in the field. The
preparation and publication of the book was financially supported by funds from the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation to the Bill & Melinda Gates Institute for Population and Reproductive Health at the Johns Hop-
kins Bloomberg School of Public Health.

The agreement to produce this text book was signed between Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of
Public Health and the Ethiopian Public Health Association in October 2012.

Reproductive and Child Health with Focus on
Ethiopia and other Developing Counfries
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Role Model

Dr Tekietsion

Dr Tekletsion Woldemariam Seife was born in 1935 EC at Geja Woreda, West Shoa of Ethio-
pia. He attended elementary school in Atse Gelawdios, Nazareth, 1945-1953 and the then
Haileselassie Secondary School of Addis Ababa from 1954-1959. He received his BSc de-
gree from American University of Beirut 1964 and his Medical Doctorate in Haileselassie |
University in Addis Ababa in 1968.

He continued his training in residency in pediatrics at the Toronto Children’s Hospital from
1973-1975. He is a registered specialist in G.M.P and specialist in Pediatrics-Imperial from
Ethiopian Government Ministry of Health in 1975. From 1969 -1994, Dr Tekletsion started his
career working as a lecturer in pediatrics and child health in Haileselassie University Medi-
cal School. Later ,he also served as Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and Child Health (1975-
1983). He was one of the prominent figures who played a key role in the foundation of the
Jimma Institute of Health (the now Jimma University). Due to his immense role, he is consid-
ered as the founding father of the Jimma University by his fellow professionals. He served
the institute in the administration and academic. For his outstanding contribution in the pro-
cess of the foundation of the Jimma University, he has received awards of recognition from
local and international institutes.

Beyond the classroom, his professional contribution was demonstrated while working for
different institutions outside of the academic circle of life. Thus, Dr Tekletsion was a secre-
tary and president of the Ethiopian Medical Association and Chairman of the Red Cross So-
ciety of Jima zone. He has also served as the member of the Ethiopian Pediatrics and Child
Health Association and as a member of the National Board of Ethiopian Red Cross since
1988 and 2000, respectively.

Dr Tekeletsion has significantly contributed for the Essential Drug Program in Ethiopia. Addi-
tionally, he is the author of different scientific papers and has been contributing to the jour-
nal of pediatrics and journal of infectious diseases. Dr Tekeletsion has received numerous
awards and certificates from various organizations in and outside of the country.
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jou  FMoh Convenes the 1oth Annual Review
3 -— Meeting, Mekele
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The 15th Annual Review Meeting (ARM) was convened from October 09 to 11, 2013 in Mekele, the Tigray
Regional State. As the part of this year’s ARM, field visits were made to selected districts of the region where
visitors witnessed the unbeaten health service delivery practices carried out by the Health Extension Workers
(HEW) at the grassroots community level.

Organized by the FMoH, the Annual Review Meeting was officially launched with the opening speech ad-
dressed by H. E Ato Abay Woldu, president of the Tigray Regional State and H.E Dr Keseteberhan Admassu,
Minister of Health of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

On the occasion, awards of recognition were given to individuals who made outstanding contributions to the
health sector development of the nation at the various state apparatuses.

Policy and Plan Directorate of the Ministry, Ato Noh Elias presented the annual performance reports wherein;
he discussed that the wide range of activities accomplished during the reporting year towards addressing the
major strategic objectives of HSDP IV. He particularly emphasized maternal and newborn health services,
child health services, national nutrition programs, prevention and control of communicable and non-commu-
nicable diseases (NCDs), public health emergency preparedness and response as successful areas of accom-
plishment. Deliveries at the health facilities with the support of skilled birth attendants have been increasing
over time, implying a significant contribution to reducing maternal mortality at the national level.

In terms of heath infrastructure and resource management, it was also noted that the scope of work towards
expanding essential infrastructures, human resources of different disciplines as well as procurement of phar-
maceutical supplies and medical equipment have been managed properly.

EPHA was represented in the meeting by Dr Tewabech Bishaw ( President) and Ato Hailegnaw Eshete (ED)
and both of whom expressed their deep appreciations to the efforts made by the government of Ethiopia (health
sector) along with others involved in improving the health sector as it was pointed out in the reporting. A wide
range of issues were discussed during the conference whereby participants indicated that still much remains
to be done in improving the quality of health care services and in fulfilling shortfalls in human resources at
different levels. Attention should be given to strategically mobilize and efficiently and effectively utilize the avail-
able resources by creating an enabling environment and other means to retain and motivate health care personnel.
Hence, special consideration and attention should be given to intensify and improve maternal health services in
all regions of the country. In addition, it was underscored that emphasis should be given to improve the status and
good code of conduct to protect the public from malpractices.

New formalization of polices and guidelines are also expected to broadly address retention of human resources in
the public sector, promotion of e-health, standardization of services at the different level, procurement and man-
agement of logistics and biomedical equipment, ratification of tobacco convention, non communicable diseases
and improving ambulatory services among others.
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Reflections made by the Chief c

Board Members Make Financial Contribution for the Construction of the EPHA House

Board members of the Ethiopian Public Health Association (EPHA) vowed
to provide ETB 20,000 each, for the construction of the EPHA house. The
board members agreed on this subsequent to briefly deliberating during their
regular meeting called at the EPHA office on November. 22, 2013. In this,
they have taken the exemplary action to the realization of the EPHA house
which would be expected to serve as meeting place for its multidisciplinary
members and public health professionals at large to find public health signifi-
cant information, to exchange thoughts and share experiences that would
eventually contribute towards improving the health of Ethiopian people.

In a similar development, the EPHA management team members and the
staff have pledged to contribute one month of their salary for the same cause.
Additionally, some senior members of EPHA have demonstrated their sense
of responsibility and commitment by making some financial contributions for
the construction of the house.

The resource mobilization effort is under way and is bearing some fruits
towards the realization of the EPHA house.

The construction work of the EPHA house will soon be commenced.
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f Patron and Patrons of EPHA House during the launching ceremony

Dr Kesetebirhan Admassu

W/ro Mulu Solomon

£
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Ato Eyesuswork Zafu

Ato Kibur Gena

In fact, the first public speaking role I had in the Ministry of Health was at the annual
conference of the Ethiopian Public Health Association held in Harar. EPHA is a proven
partner to the government of Ethiopia. We have been undertaking a lot of projects
together with EPHA.

Probably one project that stands out is the Field Epidemiology program. This program is
designed to strengthen the public health emergency surveillance system in Ethiopia.

I am really delighted and honored when the EPHA executive board members requested
me to serve as a chief patron to the construction of the EPHA house. I took it as a recogni-
tion to the ministry of health for its continues support for the Ethiopian Public Health
Association.

I really feel honored to be here today. The Ethiopian Public Health Association is not
something we are going to chose among many choices. Sometimes there is only one choice;
that is to support. A drop of water can do a lot.

we are together great. we can be great together. A drop of contribution of all of us can do
more than constructing the EPHA house.

I always have great respect for people who chose the public health profession. My closest
association with the public health community has been with those that are involved in
mental health. Let me explain what I have witnessed in the last 20 years since I came back
to my county. People who are involved in the mental health profession I found them the
most committed individuals that I have ever met in my life. It is not time for me to

| concentrate more on my family and myself. There is something that I can do to the public

health in Ethiopia. I will make a personal contribution to the building of this construc-
tion to the better and quality of public health for the people of this country. That perhaps

' can be the smallest drop into the ocean. It is a way of renaissance for me to be involved in

something like this commitment.

I was telling to myself that it must be the second building EPHA constructing when I
received the invitation to serve as patron for the construction of this house.

I am very proud to hear the government commitment here to support the construction of
the Ethiopian Public Health Association headquarters.

I know it is a big responsibility I have received. I am sure all of us will make our own
contribution in different forms.
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Health Matters

CANTDTT TAIPLG HE

e AND ASTF ALTHSE 1994 MYt AQLAL 7T TICTT NATE AL HATE ATLAF PPH Thd ALY
OHVI® 701 NFAT° 9°NG PG ALTHAPT HZE PAATITFT +HAIE HG N AoPmet AdThedd::
P60 MAALEL K16-T7 hE9 PP 391 MPE ANALPT 20PAAN:: 2AAI° VNN LUTT OTETE HE NaomPd®
AL UULTY (LP7E (HALR NEA GO TAAP NPT LPT 09°670 9°CHT (19IH84G (PO (F BA8L0 it
ANH UHOFIP O ao0lt PS RI15A::

PATERE UNLTAN 17 MVHO ATt PNt PHY HATCAP U +mPol AgPT AHIPST LA ::
LU W78, NAU-T OPT LUTY 3P U PAERS INCST °CI°C A20ETeT N04D ALOTPOP RITA::
nrPINE L1 PmA PULALT APTT VDT A FL TANE M990 514 PIAT° AL LT PHALR
PIPCIPC W mAT 0996720 P AND+ AS: M YTHS PHTIA AL ANLAL (PR 1086 TGS ag oSt
PNABT PPEY N9ILI1T M AOD- ALT PAM®- TAP UNT PPy apanl@-AFA:: (1GA° AL 105
PAD-T 2M.GS 027N TIC ATINDE: 04 NFNAGTFD- +HhdeT @A 70C PLI° NP PHALE GAI° APe
INLNGS SCEPTGE PHALR V1T P10 3+ Hhk? NaPAD- AP N9ING-GT AL B1G(: 1 NVGT79° TarAaqg,
Pl APTLLT BT A

eTOAT ANANT £9°47.0 PPCHT @B WIC A28 NLAC1E-9° 9°472.0 T @<L 1 2,500 1C 1AL N0HF AP+ mbar:
ATRINC OLI° WA PHL1m (L7 AT N9P790vE (ed AFLLT AAD- Tt IPCHT $919%t STt POPT
VAN TP, 7L 0T 9P 718 APEMC (TLL1D: Tt haPCE OmyT ASHaPHIN 15N %67
ThIPLE ATPPE PGAI° 09°0G MG AL TEOT N9PCIPC L1\ HE ALPT P9°672.97 °CT NaPmI® LA
A M7k O T9IA U3 TP ATSC PULELCTD hGATTT T T FhdeT evhnd A 10+

°671):-

*Pmie OAT PAD- 7L 11C AR WL av(t: R 417 1m-::

QAT AP NTLPF AOPT @O PTIRTF AT A%1S AL L0 1L TICT (19°6710 P AT L7150
+(19°6722 P D-AT AVIST AT MPIL} PAFD- ACLLY (argenine) AS LOTA.7 (histidine) PH0A ATLT
AOUST RI1F
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PUIGTHT MTPF LM NPAT NNLIFDOT LanIeA
*ACTH APF? NARIPP (anemia) LNANAAE PILDAS. VIGHT NNET IO

470 Nk W2etm0P PT a1 A8AD- 01470 PH221m AP AL ANCE ALI® 97105
AT I ARG UaP9: AtartnnA PLI° HO-@-CE ALI® aPSAT ATE.UI° AAGT et @t avgn,aCs AHALR
NAFPF Y1t AP TL0°1mA:: (AL PAG SN A1CT PVNIPE MNP PP T ANGHEFFD-G (+arMm]
o) APLF M TIAED AHHA YIS 0906710 St (9PI0VFD- D-AT 690+ W80 PH:: UST79°
NA2.0 ANAS OTALR PA16E AL T 0907 T UNLTANT 996707 1040+ aPM$I® (1908 a0 F D M, 717 F D7
A2eA0TNANTFO- Nt PTLPE (FANNND- aPLE +L 1M

POFD( PL71D ThIPLE PTLLLCID NHALR IP°I0TF D-AT RI°TIGTFD7 7L T1CT (ATL AL SH a7 T+
q@-::

AZPAA, et NAL3TLT b POr BT 03 OP AT 19672 G231 A7 NNET AdT ATE NNAM SLHA::

N taeAae v-33 923917 (L hNCENT A0 ATEE MAALY h@ T P0AM AT ATEE AAATCC ALT1TS
1COT AThhA A78.04 P90« 77 FA%9° I°CT P75 NP1@- hao-H (0AT ATE P0AM SLHA:: I°47%)
NAMPAL Vitamin A, Vitamin Bithaiamin, Vitamin B2-niacine, Vitamin B3- riboflavin, vitamine C, calcium,

chromium, copper, iron, magnesium, manganese, phosperous, potassium, iorn, zinc and protein Afvt::

Aam#nL / amJ7l

P94 7,07 T@-LC NPONE 929107 @O\ (9P6R,aPC avav() LFAA:: A7 PO CA MLI° PA8 79702 NP7 (vt
1LH, THI8F P40 I D-AT LI°C aPar] (1 1D-:: AIPAN:- PHHIE ATRAN GCEC OO N92R,a7C
avav{(] @ FAA::

qosT I N9N9° He P

7 NAD-CTE NA60E NANLS NATEN A1CT NGHE ALY PADG (@<L PO 0P AL P91.77% 9°Ct
102 AIPAM:- PATL: LA 914-9° P9°471D T@-LC PO NA9TME hhh 2,500 IC L40 SAMA:: 6707 F
APavlES (AL aPAh N970° NeHS 0L 09T Tt 074 N QP°T P T (HALR A1CT 815 (i

PAPEL PONCS 9°CIPC AINTERT 227 I°CIPC T900A P9°6707 mPoLd AFALE PUNZA0N heaT
NI FPOP A16-FF 199672 T PTL W2LHPTE ACH ALGI° P9°47D +avd(. PS LA ©+91A M7t
A1%LMCE TCE AT WY 09149 N9°61D P°CT Ten16 L AT9LTT T84 Pl AT DT
P96 70 PGS MLt ACKT TAT NTINIVT 0276 hEAS La0 8249 M. WILPGTFD- 09984 /¢ hBL.
LI

FeR.T169° Pt TI@- V0T 09°47107 TPI° W H9.LD-PG AH.mPI° 19147 UNLTAN OHTIA M 7rES
AA1GE PANTTY. A&TE ATH A18.LLC 04 WTPOPO ARTNEL LI15A:: A AANPTF N9°%670 9°CHE 108
OCAT O-AT A2 0994 67107 VIC OO T &2.3 AAE. AD-6R, 791:9° W8P 7 £998:4 26 b1 1104,
L5
I03%:- (IATPER PUOCS T A 7R~ B E TP 75060
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HIV Drug Resistance Strategy and

Protocol Development Consultative
Meeting Held in Addis Ababa

The HIV Drug Resistance Strategy and Protocol Develop-
ment Consultative meeting was jointly organized by the
WHO, EPHA, EHNRI and the African Society of Labora-
tory Medicine from June 25 to 27; where 52 leading pub-
lic health professionals from 10 countries shared their most
up- to-date knowledge and experiences on HIV drug resist-
ance, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

In her keynote address to participants of the workhop, Dr
Tewabech Bishaw, President of EPHA, mentioned that local
professionals would use the opportunity to share and high-
light Ethiopia’s valuable knowledge and experience on HIV
drug resistance.

She noted that the Ethiopian Public Health Association is
honored and privileged to partner with WHO, ASLM and
EHNRI in organizing the consultative workshop to address
the issues on HIV Drug Resistance which is Africa’s most criti-
cal public health challenge of the time.

According to the WHO report, global antiretroviral thera-
pY (ART) scale-up has brought about impressive declines in
HIV-related morbidity and mortality in resource-limited set-
tings (RLS) over the past decade. Despite the obvious ben-
efits of ART scale-up, the potential for widespread emer-
gence and transmission of HIV drug resistance (HIVDR) to
antiretrovirals (ARVs) has been a major ongoing concern of
public health experts.

The purpose of the workshop on the implementation and
sustainability of HIV Drug Resistance Surveillance in Africa
at large is to support future implementation of a harmo-
nized and quality controlled HIVDR surveillance and to pro-
vide guidance to WHO on the development of a technical
agenda to support it.

In order to fulfil the goals of the 2012 HIVDR strategy,
WHO and its partners have, thus, developed conceptual
briefs which outline protocols for surveillance of transmitted
HIVDR, HIVDR in pre-treatment populations and HIVDR in

populations receiving ART. This new protocol is expected
to provide nationally representative results and provide
solutions for HIVDR surveillance in low-prevalence and in-
tense epidemics. WHO organized this consultative work-
shop in Addis Ababa with the aim to collect feedback
and technical input from countries about the usefulness of
the anticipated data, feasibility of implementation, and
country data analysis needs.

one or more element of the WHO global HIVDR preven-
tion and assessment strategy has been implemented in 64
low and middle-income countries in Africa, Asia, North
America and the Caribbean since December 2012, it was
disclosed during the consultative workshop.

Dr Silvia Bertagnolio WHO HQ /Representative for her
part said that so far her organization has made significant
progress in the region in expanding access to HIV treat-
ment and care. However, drug resistance can roll back
years of collective effort and investments. The primary
objective of the three-day workshop according to Silvia
was, therefore, to review and discuss ways to improve
national and regional systems to monitor the emergence
and transmission of HIV drug resistance.

While discussing the feasibility of the consultative process
Dr Silvia said that they have already presented the new
methods at 3 other workshops, in Asia, Latin America, and
one for Francohpne countries in Africa. According to her,
the one they have organized in Addis Ababa is a plan to
conclude these consultative process with the two coming
workshops for Anglophone countries in Africa.

Taking part in the workshop were; ART program man-
agers, regional experts in HIVDR surveillance, Ethiopian
Public Health Association (EPHA), African Society for Lab-
oratory Medicine (ASLM), Ethiopian Health and Nutrition
Research Institute (EHNRI), Partner organizations [Pharm
Access African Studies to Evaluate Resistance (PASER),
United States Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion, Amsterdam Institute for Global Health and Develop-
ment (AIGHD), WHO/AFRO.
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EPHA’s House Launched........

do everything possible including financial support to construct the House “Dr Kesetebirhan affirmed to the invited

guests.

He underscored that the FMoH would like to support the construction of the EPHA House for three reasons: EPHA’s
past credibility, the recent directive of the Ministry issued on continuing professional development program and the role
EPHA is expected to continue to play in policy making in terms of identifying the strengths and weaknesses of govern-

ment’s health sector strategies and programs.

Upon the conclusion of his speech, Dr Kesetebirhan has pledged that the FMoH will provide a substantial amount of
resources for the construction of the EPHA House and will announce the specific figure after having consulted with his

management team.
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NELSON " - -
MANDELA . ;‘-
1918-20135 fSlss=

The Ethiopian Public Health Association (EPHA) would like to
express its deepest condolences on the death of Nelson Mandela, the
father of democracy. Mandela has been a great leader with his love and
respect to all humanity. Africa is blessed to have had Mandela’s
unbeaten personality who guided South Africa from the dark ages of
apartheid to a democratic state setting himself as a good lesson to the
rest of the world in promoting the culture of peace and reconciliation.

May His Soul Rest in peace
EPHA

NELSON MANDELA 1918-2013



